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Ohio Preservation Council

Simple Flag Book
March Quarterly Meeting Activity
Presented March 18, 2021

Clockwise from top left: Closed, Cover opened, Accordion fully opened (front cover and back pulled opposite directions), Back (covers
and spine)

A “flag book” is essentially an accordion book which has “flags” attached to opposite sides of the accordion’s
folds. This creates a visually interesting structure with many possibilities for content. The structure described here is the
most basic version, but it can easily be modified to create a more intricate design.
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Materials:
●
●

A standard size greeting card (about 10” wide by 6.5” tall when open) OR a piece of letter size cardstock cut to
10”x6.5”
A larger postcard (about 7” wide by 5” tall) OR an image on heavy paper about the dimensions of a large
postcard

General tools and supplies:
●
●
●
●
●
●

bone folder
scalpel/craft knife (scissors will do in a pinch)
cutting mat
straight edge
adhesive - glue stick can w
 ork if your covers are paper but in general PVA is preferable
waste paper for gluing on

Terms:
●
●

Valley fold – The crease of the fold is downward and resembles a valley or a V
Mountain fold – The crease of the fold is upward and resembles a mountain

A note on materials/supplies:
This activity is focused on learning the mechanics and process of making the book form. Once you are confident
in making the structure and want to engage in making an artist’s book to hold on to for years to come, invest in and use
archival materials: acid-free papers and adhesives that are pH neutral and archival. Using the right materials will ensure
the long-term sustainability of your artistic creation. But, when learning the form through trial and error, why not
use/reuse/upcycle the cheap stuff?
Additionally, it is always easier to fold the perfect accordion when you fold with the grain. If you are using a
fresh sheet of cardstock, likely you will be folding against the grain (these papers tend to be grain long). When creating
your final project, seek out materials that have the grain running the direction of the folds. When possible, it is also best
to have the center flags running the same grain direction of the accordion. This will keep the flags from bowing.
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Instructions:
We’ll start by making a 10 panel accordion, with two extended panels that create the front and back cover. The secret
to making a good accordion is to divide the panels in half, from edge to crease or crease to crease - when there are no
more edges left!
1. If you are using a greeting card, your first fold is already made. If you are using a fresh sheet of cardstock, fold the
page in half (dividing the longer dimension).

2. Place the card with the back facing up. Take the edge of one panel and fold it out to meet the exterior of the center
fold. Flip the card over and repeat the process on the other side.
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You’ll end up with a 4 panel accordion with 3 folds (valley fold, mountain fold, valley fold). Do not fold the outer two
panels: they will be our front and back covers. Also, do not refold the center mountain fold, i.e. keep the center fold
as-is. Why? If you are using a recycled card, if you re-crease the center fold too many times, you might tear the card in
half!

3. To complete the accordion, we’ll just focus on creating folds in the center two panels.
Place the card with the back facing up. Take the valley fold and reverse it to turn it into a mountain fold. Take this
new crease and fold it to meet the outside of the center fold. Repeat on the other side.

4. Now repeat the action from the previous step on the four interior panels you just created: reverse any valley folds
to turn them into mountain folds, then bring each new fold to meet its nearest “neighbor” fold. You’ll do this action
4 times total (2 on each side of the card).
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5. Being careful not to re-crease the center fold, reverse folds as necessary until you have alternating mountains and
valleys.
6. Congratulations, you’ve learned to make an accordion with built in covers! Now we’ll add the flags and it will
become a flag book!
7. Cut your postcard into 12 flags. You will need 3 flags down and 4 flags across, all equally sized. If your pattern is
convoluted, you might want to lightly number the order on the back.

8. Now to attach your flags to your accordion. The rows are attached as follows:

NOTE: Orientation of accordion in this image - the center fold is a valley fold
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9.
Next, figure out the spacing of the flags. I’ve laid down the first column to eyeball the best spacing. Knowing
that the flags need to be able to pass each other, plan on a 2-3 millimeter gap between flags.
For this example, the flags have a 5/8” gap at the top and bottom of the accordion. I can either draw a light pencil
line to leave a border at top and bottom, or I can cut off 5/8” to have the flags flush. I like a border, so I’ll draw a line
across top and bottom to help me keep the flags straight.

In the following steps, you will adhere the flags. Adhere row 1 and row 3 using the edge mark as a guide. Adhere
row 2 last and eye ball the placement.
10. Measure the width of the panels of your accordion. Place row 1, left-most flag, reverse side up on a piece of waste
paper. Apply adhesive to the right-hand side, covering an area no wider than the width of one panel of your
accordion. Using the line as your guide, affix the top row. Then affix the bottom row.
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11. Lastly, adhere row 2. Center between row 1 and 3. Row 2 is adhered on the opposite side of the
accordion compared to rows 1 and 3. Adhering row 2 in an opposite direction allows the flags to
“wave.”
Place row 2, left flag, reverse side up on a piece of waste paper. Apply adhesive to the left-hand
side, covering an area no wider than the width of one panel of your accordion.

12. OMG, you did it!
That’s the basics. Now that you’ve mastered those, here are some other design considerations:
●
●

The cover on this sample is rather wide. It could be trimmed down if it doesn’t interfere with the
cover art.
When you open the accordion like a book, the center panel will be blank. If you want the flag
book to operate more like a book, you may want to make the flags double-sided.
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This handout has been adapted by Holly Prochaska and Kim Hoffman from a Preservation Lab document designed
originally by conservation technician Veronica Sorcher. All images by H. Prochaska.
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